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E-3. Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population 25 years and over by educational attainment,
seasonally adjusted
[Numbers in thousands]

Educational attainment
2017 2018 2019 2020

3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd

Less than a high school diploma

Civilian labor force. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,552 10,236 10,256 10,369 10,230 10,247 10,142 9,972 9,971 9,813 9,527 8,383 8,530

Participation rate.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.5 45.5 45.7 45.8 46.4 46.8 46.1 45.1 46.7 46.7 46.4 42.5 44.4

Employed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,849 9,646 9,686 9,787 9,667 9,659 9,574 9,439 9,459 9,288 8,958 6,770 7,435

Employment-population ratio. . . . . . . . 43.4 42.8 43.2 43.2 43.8 44.2 43.5 42.7 44.3 44.2 43.7 34.3 38.7

Unemployed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 703 590 570 582 564 588 568 533 512 525 569 1,613 1,095

Unemployment rate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.7 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.5 5.7 5.6 5.3 5.1 5.3 6.0 19.2 12.8

High school graduates, no college1

Civilian labor force. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,736 35,862 35,895 35,841 36,229 36,052 36,185 35,964 36,314 36,178 35,924 33,547 34,342

Participation rate.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57.4 57.4 57.4 57.5 57.4 57.8 58.2 57.7 57.6 58.1 58.2 55.0 55.1

Employed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34,073 34,333 34,323 34,365 34,809 34,694 34,837 34,657 35,006 34,848 34,512 28,543 30,946

Employment-population ratio. . . . . . . . 54.8 55.0 54.9 55.1 55.2 55.6 56.0 55.6 55.5 55.9 55.9 46.8 49.6

Unemployed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,664 1,528 1,572 1,477 1,419 1,358 1,348 1,307 1,308 1,331 1,412 5,004 3,396

Unemployment rate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.7 4.3 4.4 4.1 3.9 3.8 3.7 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.9 14.9 9.9

Some college or associate degree

Civilian labor force. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,451 37,870 37,685 37,881 37,373 37,397 37,276 37,408 37,461 37,524 37,330 36,301 36,284

Participation rate.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65.7 66.1 65.7 65.5 65.3 65.4 65.3 64.9 65.2 64.8 64.7 63.2 63.7

Employed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,068 36,490 36,379 36,611 36,145 36,216 36,042 36,301 36,321 36,466 36,155 31,569 33,127

Employment-population ratio. . . . . . . . 63.3 63.7 63.4 63.3 63.2 63.3 63.2 63.0 63.2 62.9 62.7 55.0 58.1

Unemployed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,383 1,380 1,306 1,270 1,227 1,181 1,234 1,107 1,140 1,057 1,175 4,732 3,157

Unemployment rate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.7 3.6 3.5 3.4 3.3 3.2 3.3 3.0 3.0 2.8 3.1 13.0 8.7

Bachelor’s degree and higher2

Civilian labor force. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,749 55,587 56,394 56,815 57,415 58,234 58,446 58,374 58,909 59,805 60,186 60,810 61,244

Participation rate.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74.1 73.5 73.7 74.2 73.9 73.4 73.6 73.8 73.8 73.8 73.3 72.1 72.4

Employed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,460 54,410 55,159 55,598 56,227 56,984 57,165 57,144 57,680 58,616 58,913 56,230 57,820

Employment-population ratio. . . . . . . . 72.3 72.0 72.1 72.6 72.3 71.9 72.0 72.3 72.3 72.3 71.7 66.7 68.4

Unemployed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,290 1,177 1,235 1,217 1,187 1,250 1,281 1,230 1,229 1,190 1,273 4,580 3,423

Unemployment rate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.3 2.1 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.0 2.1 7.5 5.6

1 Includes persons with a high school diploma or equivalent.
2 Includes persons with bachelor’s, master’s, professional, and doctoral degrees.

NOTE: Detail for the data shown in this table will not necessarily add to totals for those 25 years and over because of the independent seasonal
adjustment of the various series. Updated population controls are introduced annually with the release of January data.
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