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Fatal Work Injuries in Boston-Cambridge-Newton: 2015
Workplace Injuries Increase Over the Year

Fatal work injuries totaled 37 in 2014 for the Boston-Cambridge-Newton, Mass.-N.H. Metropolitan
Statistical Area (MSA), the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Regional Commissioner Deborah
A. Brown noted that while the 2014 count was preliminary, the number of work-related fatalities in Boston
decreased by five over the year. Since local area data became available in 2000 fatal occupational injuries in
the metropolitan area have ranged from a high of 49 in 2005 to a low of 22 in 2012. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a total of 4,836 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2015, a slight increase from the 4,821 fatal
injuries in 2014, according to results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) program.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, Boston-Cambridge-Newton, 2006-2015
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Type of Incident

Of the 48 fatal work injuries reported in Boston in 2015, transportation incidents resulted in 14 deaths. Falls,
slips, or trips were responsible for 12 deaths while violence and other injuries by persons or animals accounted
for 9 fatal work injuries. These three major categories accounted for 73 percent of all workplace fatalities in
the metropolitan area. (See table 1).



Six of the fatalities within the transportation incidents category were roadway incidents involving motorized
land vehicles, and five were pedestrian vehicular incidents. Within the falls, slips, or trips category, 5 of the 12
fatalities were due to falls from collapsing structures or equipment. Five of the incidents in violence and other
injuries by persons or animals were suicides while 3 were due to homicide.

Nationally, transportation incidents were the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2015, accounting for

approximately 42 percent of fatal work injuries. (See chart 2.) Falls, slips, or trips was the second-most
frequent type of event (17 percent), followed by contact with objects and equipment (15 percent).

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, The United States and Boston-Cambridge-Newton, 2015
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Industry

The private construction industry sector had the largest number of fatalities in the Boston area with 14, up
from 6 in the previous year. (See table 2.) Falls, slips, or trips was the most frequent fatal event in the
construction sector with 6 worker deaths, followed by exposure to harmful substances or other environments
with 3 fatalities. Eleven of those fatally injured in this sector worked in specialty trade contracting.

The manufacturing sector had seven workplace fatalities in 2015, similar to the count in the previous year.
Trade, transportation, and utilities also had 7 deaths, and was little changed over the year.

Occupation

Two occupations, construction and extraction (14) and transportation and material moving occupations (9),
accounted for the highest number of workplace fatalities. (See table 3.) Within the construction and extraction
occupations, construction trades workers (14) had the largest number of fatalities. Motor vehicle operators
accounted for the 5 of the 9 fatalities among transportation and material moving workers.



Additional Highlights

* Men accounted for 47, or 98 percent, of the work-related fatalities in the Boston area, compared to 93 percent
nationwide. (See table 4.)

» White non-Hispanics accounted for 88 percent of those who died from a workplace injury. Nationwide, this
group accounted for 67 percent of work-related deaths.

» Workers 25-54 years old accounted for 63 percent of the area’s on-the-job fatalities in 2015 compared to the
57 percent national share.

» Of'the 48 fatally-injured persons in Boston, 85 percent worked for wages and salaries while the remaining
were self-employed.

Change in the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI)

Beginning with the 2015 reference year, CFOI will publish a single, annual release with no revisions. A
similar schedule will be followed in subsequent years. Preliminary releases, which normally appeared in
August or September in past years, will no longer be produced.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and independent
data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as complete and
accurate as possible. For the 2015 data, over 21,400 unique source documents were reviewed as part of the
data collection process. For technical information and definitions for CFOI, please go to the BLS Handbook of
Methods on the BLS web site at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf.

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal work
injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory coverage.
Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other agencies should
take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by each agency.

Acknowledgments. BLS thanks the Massachusetts Department of Public Health for their efforts in collecting
accurate, comprehensive, and useful data on fatal work injuries. BLS also appreciates the efforts of all federal,
state, local, and private sector entities that provided source documents used to identify fatal work injuries.
Among these agencies are the Occupational Safety and Health Administration; the National Transportation
Safety Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine Safety and Health Administration; the Office of Workers’
Compensation Programs (Federal Employees' Compensation and Longshore and Harbor Workers'
Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad Administration; the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners, and medical examiners; state departments of health,
labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation agencies; state and local police departments; and
state farm bureaus.
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e-Newton, Mass.-N.H. Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) includes Essex,
Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth, and Suffolk Counties in Massachusetts and Rockingham and Strafford
Counties in New Hampshire.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone:
202-691-5200; Federal Relay Service: 800-877-8339.



Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH, 2014-15

2014 2015
Event or exposure (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 40 48 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals..............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiii e 14 9 19
Intentional iNJUIY DY PEISON ......couiiiiiiie ettt 14 8 17
Homicides (Intentional injury by Other PErsON).........cocuiiiiiiiiiiiii e 4 3 6
Suicides (Self-inflicted injury--intentional) ... 10 5 10
Animal and insect related INCIAENTS ............oiiiiiii s - 1 2
SEIUCK DY @NIMAL ...ttt bttt - 1 2
Gored or rammed BY @niMal...........oooiiiiii s 1 2
TranspOrtation INCIAENTS .......o..eiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt seees 14 14 29
ATTCTaft INCIAENTS ...ttt e b et nae e s 6 - --
Aircraft crash during takeoff or [anding............c.oiiiiiiiii e 6 - --
Pedestrian vehicular iINCIAENT ............ooiiiiii e 2 5 10
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in roadWay .............coooiiiiiiiii - 1 2
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in nonroadway area.............coccoooiiiiiiiiiiii 1 4 8
Water VENICIE INCIAENTS. ......couiiiiiii ettt 1 1 2
Fall or jump from Water VENICIE ..........couiiiiiii e e 1 - --
Roadway incidents involving motorized land VEhiCle .............cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 5 6 13
Roadway collision with other VENICIE...........ccooiiiiiii e - 3 6
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle ...............ccoooiiiiiien 1 - -
Roadway noncolliSion iNCIAENT ..ot 2 3 6
Nonroadway incident involving motorized land vehiCles ...........cccoiiiiieiiiiiiiie e - 2 4
Nonroadway NoNnColliSioN INCIAENT ..........coiiiiiiiie e - 1 2
Fires @nd @XPIOSIONS ........oiiuiiiii ettt ettt et b e sb et e bt bt e s b bt e ae e 2 - --
=L PSP P U P TS PP 2 - -
Other structural fire Without COIIAPSE .......c...iiiiiiiii s 2 - -
FallS, SIPS, TIPS ...ttt ettt b et b e bbb bt et e nne e nineeane 7 12 25
FallS ON SAME IBVEL......coneiiiie ettt be e s enns - 3 6
Fall onto or against object on same level, N.e.C. ......c.c.iiiiiiiiiii e - 1 2
FallS 10 TOWET IEVEI ...ttt sttt 6 8 17
Fall from collapsing structure or @qQUIPMENT ............coiiiiiiiiii s 6 5 10
Fall through surface or existing OPENING .........ccuiiiiiiiii e 3 - -
Other fall t0 JOWET TEVEL......couiiiiii et 3 1 2
Exposure to harmful substances or enVIroNMENtS ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 7 15
EXposure to temMperature @XIrEMES ............iiiiiiiiiie et - 1 2
Exposure to environmental Reat.............coiiiiiiiiiiii s - 1 2
Exposure to other harmful SUDSINACES...........coiiiiiiiiiii s - 5 10
Nonmedical use of drugs or alcohol--unintentional OVerdose ............c.cccooeirieiiiiiiniinicee e - 5 10
Contact with objects and eqUIPMENT ............oiiiiiii e 2 4 8
Struck by 0bject Or @QUIPMENT........ooiiiiiiiiie e 1 4 8
Struck by powered VehiCle--NONraNSPOIT...........cuiiiiiiiiiii e - - -
Struck by falling object or equipment--other than powered vehicle.............cccccooiriiiiiiniiiee, - 2 4
Struck by swinging or slipping object, other than handheld ...............cccccooiiiiinii e, 1 - -
Caught in or compressed by equipment Or ODJECES ...........coiiiiiiiiiiii e 1 - -
Caught in running equipment or MACKhINEIY .........ccciiiiiiii e 1 - --
Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOlI fatality counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH, 2014-15

2014 2015
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 40 48 100
PrIVAte INAUSTIY ...ttt et b e b e ab e sb e s bt b e e saeesine e 35 48 100
(€ oToTe IS ol foTo 18 ety T PRSPPSO 8 27 56
Natural resources and MINING .......coiiiiiiiii ettt ettt st neees 1 6 13
Agriculture, forestry, fishing @and hunNting ........c.ccooiiiiiiiii e 1 5 10
(O3] o] ol [ o1 i o] o BT RUP TR RPRRUP - 2 4
Animal production and aqUAaCUIUIE.............cocuiiiiiiiiii i - 1 2
Fishing, hunting @and trapping ........cocueiieiiiiie e 1 2 4
Mining @.........ocoooeveieien, 1 2
Mining (except oil and gas) - 1 2
(0701 g TS] ({1 o] o ISR 6 14 29
Construction ..........cccce..... 6 14 29
Construction of BUIAINGS .......eeiiiiiiiie e 3 1 2
Heavy and civil engineering CONSIIUCHION ..........cuuiiiiiii e - 1 2
Specialty trade contractors............c.cccceeveenne 3 11 23
Building equipment contractors 1 - -
Building finishing CONraCors..........cooueiiiiiiieie e - 5 10
Manufacturing..........ccccceeveennennne 1 7 15
Manufacturing 1 7 15
FOOd MaNUFACTUIING ..ot b e b e b e sane e - - -
Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing .... - 1 2
Machinery ManufaCtUrNG ...........ooiiiiiie et 1 - --
Transportation equipment ManUfaCtUNNG..........cooiiiiiiiiie e - 1 2
Plastics and rubber product manufacturing... - 1 2
ST A ool o oo [F Tt Vo TR SRR PRSPPI 27 21 44
Trade, transportation, and ULITIEIES ..........ocoiiiiiiiiiee e e eeaeee e s 8 7 15
Wholesale trade ...........cccoeceeiiiiiiinieeenns 4 8
Merchant wholesalers, durable gOOdS.............eiiiiiiiiiiii e - 2 4
RELAIN Trade ... e e 2 - --
Food and beverage stores ..... 2 - --
Transportation and War€NOUSING .........ccuiiiiiiieiiiie et 6 3 6
P L =T g T oo i =1 (o o SRR URPRN 3 - -
Truck transportation............ccccccveeeviiciieeee e 1 1 2
Transit and ground passenger transSportation ..............ccieiiieeiiiiieeiee e 1 - --
Support activities for transportation..............ccueeiiciieciiie s 1 - --
Postal service - 1 2
L) (o] 4 4= (T ] o PSPPSR 1 - -
INTOMMALION ...ttt ettt sttt et e e e et e b e e e e e ebeetee e 1 - -
Telecommunications... 1 - --
FINANCIAl @CHVITIES .....eeeeieee et e e - 3 6
Real estate and rental and leasing - 3 6
Real estate ..........ccocceeiniiiiiiiees - 2 4
Activities related to real estate - 1 2
Rental and 188SIiNG SEIVICES ........ciiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 2
Professional and business services ..... 6 3 6
Professional and technical services - 1 2
Professional, scientific, and technical services - 1 2
Administrative and waste services ............c.cccceeueen. 6 2 4
Waste management and remediation services - 1 2
Educational and health SErVICES...........oocuiiiiiiii e 2 2 4
Educational services ............... 1 --
Educational services 1 - --
Colleges, universities, and professional SChOOIS............ccccoiiiiriieiiiiiee e 1 - --
Health care and social assistance 1 2 4
L [ 1] 01 = <SRRI - 2 4
SOCIAI @SSISTANCE.......eitiiiiit ettt b ettt et sttt nae e n e e 1 - -

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH, 2014-15 - Continued

2014 2015
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
Leisure and hoSPItalify........cueiiiiiiei s 1 2 4
Accommodation and fOOT SEIVICES .......cc.uiiuiiiiiiiiiie ettt 1 2 4
Food services and drinking PlaCES .........c..eiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1 2 4
Other services, except public administration.............c.coiiiiiiiii e 9 4 8
Other services, except public administration.............cocceiiiiiiiiii e 9 4 8
Repair and MaiNtENaNCE ..........cooiiiiiiiee ettt 4 3 6
Personal and laundry SEIVICES ..........oiiuiiiiiiiiieiee ettt 2 - -
PErsonal Care SEIVICES .......c.uiiuiiiiiiitii ittt ettt 2 - --
Religious, grantmaking, civic, professional, and similar organizations .............cccccceeoiininnennns - 1 2
Grantmaking and GiViNg SEIVICES .........ccuiiiiiiiiiie ittt 2 - --
Civic and social OrganiZatioNS .............ciiuiiiiiiii e - 1 2
Government ®) ... 5 - -
Local government 5 - --
ST (ot cN o] (oYY o [T o TSRO TSPR 5 - -
Trade, transportation, and utilities . 1 - -
UBIIEIES ..ttt r et r e r et nne e 1 - -
Public AdMINIStration .............ooiiiiii 4 - --
Justice, public order, and safety activities 4 - --

Footnotes:
(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2012.

(2) Includes fatal injuries at all establishments categorized as Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction (Sector 21) in the North American Industry
Classification System, 2012, including ","establishments not governed by the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) rules and reporting, such

as those in Oil and Gas Extraction.
(3) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals

because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH, 2014-15

2014 2015
Occupation ()
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 40 48 100
ManagemeENt OCCUPALIONS .........iiiiiiie ittt ettt e b e e st b e ab e s b e eabeesbeesene e 5 3 6
Operations SPecCialties MANAGETS ........ccuiiiiiiieiii ettt ettt sttt ee - 1 2
Other management OCCUPALIONS ........ciiuuiiiieitieiie ettt sttt sttt ettt naeenneetee e 2 2 4
TOP EXECULIVES ...ttt ettt e ettt et e e st e b e e nbe e enb e nbeeaaee s 3 - --
Business and financial operations 0CCUPAtIONS ...........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiieiii et - 1 2
FINANCIal SPECIAIISTS .......ueiieeiiiii ettt ettt - 1 2
Architecture and engineering OCCUPALIONS .........ciuuiiuiiiiiiii et - 1 2
Drafters, engineering technicians, and mapping technicCians.............cccceeviiiieiieiic e - 1 2
Life, physical, and social SCIENCE OCCUPALIONS .........cccuiiiiiiiiiiii ettt - 1 2
L@ SCIBNMEISES ...ttt ettt ettt - 1 2
Healthcare practitioners and technical 0CCUPAtIONS ..........ccuiiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 2
Health diagnosing and treating practitioners..............ccooiiiiiiieiiiiee e - 1 2
Protective ServiCe OCCUPALIONS ...........iiiiiiii ittt sneesiee e 4 - -
Supervisors Of ProteCtive SEIrVICE WOTKETS ........ciuiiiiiiiiieiie ettt 1 - -
Firefighting and prefention WOIKETS ............oouiiiiii e e 1 - --
Law enfOrCEMENT WOTKETS ......c.iiiiiiiieii ettt ettt ettt ettt 2 - --
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 0CCUPAtiONS ............ccooiieiiiiieeiiienieee e 4 3 6
Supervisors of grounds cleaning and maintenance WOrKErS.............ccovuiiiiiiiiiiciiie e 1 - -
Building cleaning and pest CONrol WOTKETS ..........coiuiiiiiiiiiieeiicee e 1 2
Grounds MAINTENANCE WOTKETS .......cueiiiiiiiiiitie ittt ettt et ete e b e saneete e 2 2 4
Personal care and ServiCe OCCUPALIONS...........eiiiiiiiiiiiieii ettt ettt 2 - -
Personal apPearanCe WOTKETS...........oiiuiiiiiiii ettt ettt st ebe e 2 - --
Sales and related OCCUPALIONS .........ocuiiiiiiii ittt ettt e e eeee s 1 - -
SUPETIVISOrS Of SAIES WOTKETS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt 1 --
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUPAtIONS...........oouiiiiiiiii e 1 3 6
AGIICUIRUAL WOTKETS ...ttt b et b e bttt b e nae et e saeeseeeeans - 1 2
Fishing and huNting WOTKETS .........oiuiiiiiiii et 1 2 4
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS .........cccuuiiiiiiiieiie ittt 8 14 29
Supervisors of construction and extraction WOTKEIS...........cciiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2 - -
CONSIIUCHON tradES WOTKETS.......eutiitieiiie ettt ettt sttt sttt naneetee e 5 14 29
Structural iron and STEEI WOTKETS ........coiuiiiiiiiie ittt 2 4
Other construction and related WOTKETS ...........oiiiiiiiiiiie e 1 - -
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALIONS ...........ccuiiiiiiiiiiii e 5 3 6
Supervisors of installation, maintenance, and repair WOrKers............occveeieieeniieesiiee e 2 1 2
Vehicle and mobile equipment mechanics, installers, and repairers..........ccccceveecieeeieieencee e 2 - --
Other installation, maintenance, repair OCCUPALIONS .........c.ceeiuieeiiieeeiie e ee e 1 - -
Production OCCUPATIONS ... ..ottt ettt b e b e e e nneesiee e - 7 15
Supervisors Of ProdUCION WOTKEFS ..........ciuiiiiieiii ittt ettt - - -
FOOd PrOCESSING WOTKETS ...ttt ettt b et bbbt e sae e e e e b saeeenns 1 2
Other production OCCUPALIONS ........ciiuiiiiiiiieiie ittt ettt nne et - 1 2
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS........cc.eiiiiiiiiiiii e 8 9 19
AIr transportation WOTKETS .........ouiiiiiiii ettt 3 - --
Supervisors, transportation and material MOVING WOTKEFS ...........c.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 2
MOLOr VENICIE OPEIATOrS ...ttt ettt sttt 4 5 10
Material MOVING WOTKETS .......oiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt ettt sttt ettt e sae et ete e 1 3 6
Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH, 2014-15

o 2014 2015
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent

o] ¢ SR 40 48 100
Employee status

Wage and salary workers (1) 35 41 85

ET=Y Y o] Y=Y IO 5 7 15
Gender

L =T o P USSR RSP PR PURPRPTPRON 36 47 98

LAY o] 44 T= o PP PP PPPTRPPPPORt 4 1 2
Age O

(0] o oY LR = T T < T PSP PUPUPRN - - --

LS o T A=Y 1 TP P OUPPRPPRPOE - - --

RS (o T R Y=Y 1 TP PTTOUPPRRPPRPOE - - --

20 £0 24 YEAIS......eeeeieeee ettt bt e e e bt e e hE et e R bt e e b ae e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e enreeeanaeeenaneeas - 5 10

250 34 YRAIS ...ttt bt e h et a bt e e a bt e e b ae e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e naeeeaaneeas 7 6 13

35 0 44 YEAIS......eeeeieeee et ettt b e e e b et e e bt e e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e snbe e e anaeeenateeas 10 12 25

o (o R A=Y | PP PRRPPPRN 12 12 25

D5 0 B4 YEAIS..... ittt ettt h et b e e e h et e bt e e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e aaeeenaneeas 6 8 17

(SR E= TSI Lol e 1Y = PRSPPI 5 5 10
Race or ethnic origin (4)

White, NON=HISPANIC ......eeeeeeee ettt et e et e e e e ae e e e e st e e e aeeeeamteeeanbeeeamsaeeaanneeeanseeeannes 34 42 88

Black or African-American, non-Hispanic 3 1 2

HISPANIC OF LAtINO ...ttt ettt e e e s e e s e e ine e 1 3 6

American Indian or Alaskan Native, non-Hispanic ... - - --

F NS =T T g T B 1] o = o USSP 2 - --

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, NON-HiSPaniIC...........c.coiiiiiiiiiii e - - -
of compensation
Footnotes:

(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners

of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(3) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(4) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.
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