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1. The Costs Beyond Tuition Project

» Problem: Older students’ (aged 25-45) basic needs insecurity &
high costs beyond tuition
* Affect educational outcomes
* Limit economic security & opportunity
* Are often inaccurately measured in financial aid formulas
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1. The Costs Beyond Tuition Project

» Problem: Older students’ (aged 25-45) basic needs insecurity &
high costs beyond tuition

* Affect educational outcomes
* Limit economic security & opportunity
* Are often inaccurately measured in financial aid formulas

» Purpose: Use Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE) to estimate
older students” actual spending on costs beyond tuition
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1. The Costs Beyond Tuition Project

» Problem: Older students’ (aged 25-45) basic needs insecurity &
high costs beyond tuition

* Affect educational outcomes
* Limit economic security & opportunity
* Are often inaccurately measured in financial aid formulas

» Purpose: Use Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE) to estimate
older students” actual spending on costs beyond tuition

» Audience: Policymakers, researchers, & practitioners in
philanthropy, government, higher education institutions, & other
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2. Creating Our Sample

YEARS
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3. Creating our Sample

1. MEMI
1. Identify undergraduate college students with IN_COLL
2. ldentify older undergraduate college students
3. Create flags for student characteristics (race/ethnicity, sex, etc.)

(7]
=
o
u
CEORGETOWMN LAW

d INEQUALTY | EcaNOMIC SECURITY and
N LAW OPPORTUNITY INITIATIVE




3. Creating Our Sample

1. MEMI

1. Identify undergraduate college students with IN_COLL
2. ldentify older undergraduate college students
3. Create flags for student characteristics (race/ethnicity, sex, etc.)

2. FMLI

1. Filter out CUs with >1 older student
2. Keep only CUs where reference person or spouse is older student

3. Filter by family type for comparability
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3. Creating Our Sample

Universe
All CUs in CE universe
...with at least one older student

...with only one older student
...with only one older student who
is reference person or spouse
...with only one higher
education student of any kind
...with conceptually
comparable family structure

73,079

2,222
2,104

1,465

1,301

1,175

Percent of

100.0%
3.0%
2.9%

2.0%

1.8%

1.6%

Percent of

100.0%
3.3%
3.1%

2.2%

1.9%
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4. Creating Our Sample

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018




2. Defining Costs Beyond Tuition
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5. Defining Costs Beyond Tuition

e Owned & rented primary residence, excluding rent as
pay and second properties

e Food away & food at home (no alcoholic beverages)

TRANSPORTATION

e Excludes travel

HEALTH CARE

e Insurance, drugs, medical services & supplies ﬁ"—][]




5. Defining Costs Beyond Tuition

e Child care & long-term care

PERSONAL CARE & CLOTHING

e Personal care goods & services + apparel

TECHNOLOGY

e Phone, computer, internet

EDUCATION

e Non-tuition spending; nursery through college ﬁl5[]




5. Results

Avg. Annual CBT Expenditures Among Older Students & Their CUs
$9,203

Housing
6,552
Transportation

Food

Health care
Technology
Personal care

Dependent care

alol:

GEORGETOWN LAW

Education (non-tuition)

QUERTY and REQUALTY | EcyNOMIC SECURITY and
AW OPPORTUNITY INITIATIVE

Source: Georgetown Center on Poverty & Inequality, 2020



5. Results

CBT Categor Percenhle Percentile Percentile

Housing S5,559 S7,974 $11,304 S142,802
Food SO $3,185 S4,431 $6,370 $26,911
Transportation SO $1,833 S2,951 S4,717 $218,249
Health care -$8,204 SO S841 S2,423 $27,901
Dependent care SO SO SO SO $20,605
Personal care &

clothing SO S194 S639 $1,273 $13,785
Education (non-

tuition) SO SO SO SO $9,071

Technology SO S794 $1,301 $1,853 S44,686 150
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5. Results

Share of Standard CE Expenditures Made Up By CBT Expenditures
103.1%
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6. Next Steps/Remaining Questions

yHow to accurately present financial
responsibilities & benefits for
married couples?




5. Next Steps/Remaining Questions
Costs Beyond Tuition Vary By Family Type: Per CU

$18,000
$16,000
$14,000
I $12,000
$10,000

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000
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5. Next Steps/Remaining Questions

Costs Beyond Tuition Vary By Family Type: Per Adult
$18,000

$16,000
$14,000
$12,000
$10,000
$8,000
$6,000
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7. Suggestions For Improved Data

»Sample
yDocumentation
yVariables




Thank you!

Casey Goldvale Vincent Palacios

Policy & Data Analyst Senior Policy Analyst
cmag225@qgeorgetown.edu vp420@georgetown.edu

GeorgetownPoverty.org
@GtownLawPovCntr
@GCPIEconSec
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