Preface

analytical articles that use data from the Bureau of

Labor Statistics (BLS) Consumer Expenditure (CE)
Survey and methodological articles that discuss ongoing
research and issues pertaining to the survey. Inthepast, the
CE Survey Division published abiennial report that included
analytical articles, standard tabl es of the most recent CE Sur-
vey data, a discussion of expenditure changes, and a de-
scription of the survey and its methods. The most recent of
these was Consumer Expenditure Survey, 1998-99 Report
955, published in November 2001. The biennial report will be
replaced by two separate biennial reports that will be pub-
lished in alternating years. One will continue the practice of
publishing tableswith recent survey data, abrief discussion
of recent changes in expenditures, and a description of the
survey and its methods. The first of thistype of report is
Consumer Expenditure Survey, 2000-2001, Report 969, pub-
lishedin September 2003. Theother, of which thisisthefirst,
includes both methodological and analytical articles. The
methodological articles are intended to provide data users
with greater insight into both ongoing improvementsin the
survey and issues that are faced in collecting, processing,
and publishing information from such acomplex survey. The
analytical articles furnish information on topics of interest
pertaining to CE Survey data.

The CE Survey program provides a continuous and com-
prehensive flow of data on the buying habits of American
consumersfor usein avariety of economic analysesandin
support of periodic revisions of the Consumer Price Index.
BL S makes data available in news releases, reports, bulle-
tins, and articlesin theMonthly Labor Review, aswell ason
CD-ROMs and on the Internet.

Thisreport was prepared in the Office of Pricesand Liv-

This isthe first in a series of reports presenting both

ing Conditions (OPLC), Division of Consumer Expenditure
Survey (DCES), under the general direction of Steve
Henderson, Chief of the Branch of Information and Analy-
sis, and was produced and edited by John M. Rogers, Sec-
tion Chief. Articleson research and methodol ogy werecon-
tributed by Sioux Groves, Chief of the DCES, Jeff Blahaand
Sally Reyes-Moralesof the Division of Price Statistical Meth-
ods, Geoffrey Paulin of the Branch of Information and Analy-
sis, Linda Stinson of the Office of Survey Methods Research
(OSMR), and Nhien To and Jeanette Davis of the Branch of
Research and Program Development. Analytical articleswere
contributed by Abby Duly, George Janini, Eric Keil, Laura
Paszkiewicz, and Geoffrey Paulin of the Branch of Informa-
tion and Analysis and Neil Tseng of the Branch of Produc-
tion and Control.

The material that follows is divided into two sections:
section 1 contains articles on survey research and methodol-
ogy, and section 2 presentsanal yses of topicsof interest based
on CE Survey data. An appendix includes a general descrip-
tion of the survey and its methods and a glossary of terms.

Current and historical CE Survey tablesclassified by stan-
dard demographic variablesare available at the BL S Internet
site http:/Mmww.bls.gov/cex. Other survey information, in-
cluding answers to frequently asked questions, a glossary
of terms, order forms for survey products, and Monthly La-
bor Review and other research articles, also is available on
the Internet.

Sensory-impaired individuals may obtain information on
this publications upon request (voi ce phone: (202) 691-5200,
Federa Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339). The materia pre-
sented is in the public domain and, with appropriate credit,
may be reproduced without permission. For further informa-
tion, call (202) 691-6900.



